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Letter B
Dear National Member

International Cartographic Conferences are excellent venues for displaying cartographic activity in your own country to a worldwide audience.  At each biennial International Cartographic Conference (ICC), the world is given the opportunity to see the best cartography which an ICA National Member can produce.

The International Map Exhibition at the next ICC in Paris, July 2011, will be held in a wonderful setting in the impressive Palais de Congrès in the heart of the French capital.  ICA National Members are expected to contribute to the exhibition.  At this time it will be useful to receive the name of an individual who will be responsible for collecting and sending your country’s maps to Paris.  Please send the name of this liaison person to the manager of the Exhibition, francois.lecordix@lecfc.fr  You will be contacted later this year with more details about submitting your maps.

The regular and inspiring Barbara Bartz Petchenik Children’s Map Competition will also be held in Paris next July.  This competition is run by the ICA Commission on Cartography and Children, with the theme “Living in a globalised world”.  The expectation is that National Members will arrange an internal competition within their own country, and the winning maps from each national contest will be sent to the international coordinator (deadline 1 April 2011).  Details can be obtained from the co-chair of the Commission bandrova_fgs@uacg.bg who would like to receive the name of a liaison person within your country.
A further method of showing your national cartography to the world is the ‘National Report’.  Each ICA National Member is expected to produce a report on its cartographic and GI science activities for distribution during the General Assembly held during the ICC.  Such reports are also placed on the ICA website.  The content and method of production of this report are not specified, but it should emphasise the main achievements since the last General Assembly in 2007 in research, development, education, production, commercial output, and general cartographic activity.  It would be useful to plan such a publication now – it should be submitted one month before the General Assembly.
Thank you for supporting ICA and best wishes.
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